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and sunsets (Aght)

Florida, US
Driving ACross the STates on @ huge mad np has
always been a dream of mine, but with limited time
— and funds — my bayfmend Dom and | needed 1o
fecus. Sun, sed and relaxation were our priortles,
and Flonda offers those pratty much all year round.

Choosing to avwid the Dieney-mania of Onando
and Migmi, we hired 8 car and made our way up
the scenic west coast for 3 week of sightseeing.

s soon as wa landed in Tampa, two things struck
us: the hurmdd heat and the sunny nature of the
Flaridians themsehes. You really would be hard
pushed 1o find friendier pECDIE anywhEre.

Our first sop was St Petershung. Diriving across
wide: nighways with clear, glistening water on either
sicha, wa instantly feft relaced. We wene staying at
the: Pasteard Inn on St Pete Beach, a cool,
surf-inspired hotel with lantermns in the trees and
surfboards in the reoms, and we spent our evening
in the beach-side bar, waiching the sun go down on
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“You really SRS . |

would be hard
pushed to find
[riendlier people
amywhere”

wolleyball players and bodyboarders.

-As. 3 tropical thunderstom began o

break acnoss the Guif of Mexico, we felt far

“away Trom hame.

When you live in London and you're visiting omne
of thee best beaches in e US, you really should
be sunbathing. And tharkfully, the weather had
cleared the foliowing day (Florida is not called the
Sunshine State for nothing).

Then we took an easy, three-hour drive north o
Cedar ey, A small, closz-knit isiand town in the
Florida Heys, its a faintly surren| place whare
NoWsEes Bre Taised up onstits and goif cans ane the

mest popular mods of tARSport. But we wars So0n -

charmed by it, hiring & carl and spending the
aftemoon explonng the iown, from the docks o the
State Park, whare Dom was cartain be spotted
sene aliator tracks, LEter we took @ puted boat
tour out inte the open water, spring dolphins,
pelicans and horseshoe crats. But still no alligator.

W clidn™t know wihal (0 eogect
fromy our nesd destination, as we
coukdn't even pronounce it:
(1Tl i SCattered with galenes.
" and bautigues, and over braakfast
Bt our fiverside apartment we coukd
watch the fishermen Bt work i
But perhaps the highlight of our week
was & boat tour with expen fisherman Paul,
Mmmmmumwam :
| ate my first ovster, plucked stright from the sea, 3
and caught my first ever fish, 8 12.9nch crevalle jsek,
Each place we vigiad was compiately difierent 1
from the kast, and Panama City Beach, our final
chistination, was no exception. There's even an
hour's time difference in this. fun city, which is home:
m!?rriuufhnﬁﬁ:lhmn.vhmnm
ﬂmammmmnmm
and pier jutting out into the Gulf of Meaxico, and we
m:m:mm albeit at ihe Manne Park, E
 Laura Mulley
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